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Vocabulary is a set of words within a language that are familiar to a particular 

person. Every person’s particular vocabulary is unique and often not given much 

thought or attention as it tends to develop with age and grow and evolve over time. 

It is ordinarily defined as ‘all of the words known and used by a particular person’ 

although ‘knowing’ a word is not as simple as you may think. Vocabulary is 

ultimately expression; having an extensive vocabulary will help you express 

yourself clearly and communicate well with clarity, a linguistic vocabulary is also 

identical to a thinking vocabulary meaning that you will be able to think concise 

thoughts with precision. Although much of your vocabulary is built up throughout 

childhood, it will certainly plateau once you leave education. In order to keep the 

vocabulary in order and expand after this time it is advisable to read, play word 

games or even set your goals to learn a new word each day. 

In my opinion, vocabulary is the main source and the most important part as one 

cannot speak or write his or her target language unless he has enough vocabulary. 

Although one may be good at grammar, but a lack of vocabulary bank, it is not 

possible to speak fluently.  

A great vocabulary is just one essential tool in a writer’s toolbox, along with 

punctuation, grammar, and many others. Vocabulary can make your writing more 

powerful and more effective and help you say exactly what you mean. This 

indispensable tool will help you choose the best word for every job and avoid 

vague words that do not give your readers a good sense of your meaning. 
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Building your vocabulary is one of the easiest ways to improve the power of your 

writing and make any writing task that much easier, as you will have several 

synonyms in your repertoire to pull from every time. Developing your vocabulary 

need not be difficult or painful. Here are 20 ways you can improve your writing 

vocabulary every day. 

1. Using new words 

Use a word immediately after you learn it. Try to make a game out of using a new 

word as soon as you learn it. Every day, try to slip in a new word into the 

conversation, a journal entry, an assignment or an email to a friend. Do this as often 

as possible, and repeat the word to yourself. 

 

2. Reading every day 

Once you’re out of school, word drills and assigned reading become things of the 

past. While these were tools for building your vocabulary repertoire while you 

were young, it doesn’t mean you should abandon reading. Try to read a well-

written and edited essay, magazine article, book or news article every day. 

Nonfiction and technical books will quickly teach you new ways to think and speak 

with words you may be unfamiliar with, but any type of reading will help you 

along. 

 

3. Learning roots 

Learn the roots of words. Most words in the English language are built from a 

common root, prefix, and suffix, usually with an origin in the Greek or Latin 

language. Once you learn a root, you’ll begin to understand more words that use 

the same root. For example, -duc- (Latin root word) means to lead or to make, such 

as in the words produce or deduce. 

 

4. Using a thesaurus 

Keep a thesaurus handy. As you write, keep a thesaurus handy and use it when you 

find yourself using a word too often, or using a word that you know doesn’t quite 

convey the right meaning. This will help you better express yourself, and you’ll 

also learn a new word in the process. 

 

5. Developing practical vocabulary 

This means you should start by learning words that express what’s important to 

you for the task at hand. A good example of this is learning trade language or words 
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you use often in a hobby or vocation. Rather than immediately turning to clichés 

or jargon that’s tossed around, look for clearer words to express to peers what 

you’re writing about. 

 

6. Learning new words every day 

To improve your vocabulary quickly, make an effort to learn at least one new word 

every single day. There are plenty of ways to do this, such as a Word of the Day 

calendar or email list, or simply picking a word from a thesaurus or dictionary. 

 

7. Looking up words you don’t know 

How often do you come across words that are unfamiliar as you read? Don’t just 

gloss over them; take the time to look them up, and if you don’t have the time right 

then, write them down and look them up later. 

 

8. Keeping a journal 

Journaling won’t just help you develop your writing style, it will also help you 

improve your vocabulary. Try to use new or interesting words you’ve learned 

recently into a journal entry for the day or the week. 

 

9. Identifying empty words 

You’re probably familiar with empty words in your speech (such as “uh” or “um”), 

but your writing probably has empty words as well. Look for these empty words 

in your writing that do not offer any substance to your reader and replace them 

with something more appropriate. The same principle applies to phrases and 

sentences, so make sure that you haven’t used six or seven phrases to say 

something that could be better communicated in one sentence filled with 

carefully-chosen words. 

 

10. Doing word puzzles 

Word puzzles in the newspaper or a magazine aren’t just a fun way to fill time, 

they’re also perfect for boosting your working vocabulary. Crossword puzzles are 

a challenge that gets your brain working hard to search your memory for words 

you do know but don’t use, and this can help you move words from your memory 

banks into your working set of vocabulary which will come across in your writing. 
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11. Practicing new words in divergent ways 

It takes between 10 and 20 repetitions to make a new word a part of your 

vocabulary. To help the word settle into your mind and memory, write it down 

(both the definition and a sentence you make up using the word), use it in 

conversation, include it in an email or any other way you can think of. 

 

12. Making up associations 

Start by saying the new word aloud, then relate it to a word you already know. A 

good example of this is gargantuan, which means “very large” or “gigantic.” Say a 

sequence aloud: small, medium, large, very large, gargantuan. Then list things you 

think are gargantuan. 

 

13. Using mnemonics 

Mnemonic techniques are memory tricks you can use to remember new words. 

You may remember a word by sounding it out and thinking of a funny sentence 

that matches the meaning, such as turning egregious (extremely bad) into “Don’t 

let that smelly rotten egg reach us!” 

 

14. Visualizing new words 

Research shows that visualization is a great way to remember new words and their 

meanings. A good example of this is the word stratovolcano, which is a high, 

pointed mountain with a violent explosion. One way to remember this meaning is 

the fact that the prefix “strato” sounds like “straight-oh,” which may make you 

think of a straight ruler or a “straight-o-volcano,” which describes the word’s 

definition. 

 

15. Making own vocabulary tests 

Keep a list of the new words you learn each week and incorporate into writing and 

conversation. At the end of each week, make yourself a quiz using the words to 

cement them in your memory. 

 

16. Making synonym word lists 

Do you find yourself turning to the same word again and again in your writing? 

Grab a piece of paper and write it at the top. Next, brainstorm or use a thesaurus 

to generate a list of ten to twenty new words you can use instead. You can keep 
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these lists in a vocabulary notebook and add to them whenever you learn a new 

synonym. 

 

17. Editing your own writing 

After you finish writing, be your own editor and go though the piece with a fine-

toothed comb to identify overused and nondescript words with something more 

precise or colorful. Editing is an important process for spotting writing errors, but 

it’s also great for improving the tone, style, and clarity of your writing. It might 

help to read the sentences aloud, then note any lack of precision. Search through 

your memory for more descriptive words, or consult a thesaurus if you need to. 

 

18. Moving words from comprehensive to expressive vocabulary 

You actually have two types of vocabulary: one is a much larger set of words you 

understand, even if only vaguely, and the other is a smaller set of words you 

actually use to express yourself. Moving words from your comprehensive, but 

passive vocabulary, to your active, expressive vocabulary is easier than you think. 

To do this, you’ll need to know how to define, pronounce and spell the words. Say 

them out loud and use them at every opportunity to move them into your active 

set. 

 

19. Carrying a dictionary and thesaurus with you 

How often do you find yourself with free time and nothing to do? Carry a pocket 

thesaurus or dictionary with you and you’ll find time to beef up your vocabulary 

while you’re waiting for an appointment, commuting to work or waiting for a bus. 

Whenever you have a few minutes to spare, read a page or two and learn a new 

word to add to your writing. It’s also a great idea to look up obscure words you 

don’t quite grasp that come to you on the fly as you go about your day. You can also 

use the dictionary or thesaurus to look up unfamiliar words you come across in 

your daily life. 

 

20. Playing games 

There are tons of non-board games that will help you improve your writing 

vocabulary while you have fun. Try downloading fun word games onto your phone 

or computer so you can get some practice while you unwind after a busy day. Some 

games are designed to build vocabulary skills, but there are plenty of others that 

will help you practice spelling, phonics, and even typing skills. There are even 
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some designed for college students to prepare for testing and vocabulary-rich 

exams. 

In conclusion I am going to say that as a teacher I always pay attention to my 

students' vocabulary bank and have a try creating my own teaching methods, 

including - comparing English words' pronunciation with Uzbek words'. Meanings 

are different, for instance, a word called 'why' meaning 'for what reason'. In Uzbek 

we use it to show our feeling if something happens interesting. However, this word 

means nothing in Uzbek language. Hopefully, this list has given an excellent place 

to start to build learners’ vocabulary a bit at a time.  
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