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Abstract 

Like the already considered negative, indefinite and collective pronouns, 

demonstrative pronouns also serve as means of expressing syntaxes from the 

categories of substantive and qualifying, which are carriers of the syntactic-

semantic sign of definitiveness (definiteness). Substantial definite syntaxemes 

are represented by singular and plural demonstrative pronouns this, these, 

that, those, and in different syntactic positions these pronouns either by 

themselves or in combination with a service element express various 

substantial syntaxemes. 

 

Keywords: indefinite, indefinite quantitative, indefinite collective, qualifying 

taxeme pronouns. 

 

From the indefinite pronouns some, any, every, etc., the pronouns both and all 

considered here also differ in their distributive features - as means of 

expressing collective syntaxes. In particular, this applies to the pronouns both 

and all, which express a qualifying collective syntax: they are typically used in 

a dependent position before a noun that has a possessive or demonstrative 

pronoun, or a definite article (all his clothes, both his brothers, all the 

unhappiness, etc., see examples of group b above), while for indefinite 

pronouns expressing one or another qualifying taxeme, for example, indefinite 

or indefinite quantitative, or indefinite collective (cf. the corresponding 

examples of the group), such usage is excluded. This difference in distributive 

order is evidently due to the absence of a sign of indefiniteness in the 

syntaxeme, the means of expression of which are the pronouns both and all. As 

for the substantive collective syntaxes expressed by the pronouns both and all, 
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then in the distributive relation we would associate their difference from the 

substantive indefinite syntaxes primarily with the presence of compound 

variants that include the pronoun both or all and a combination of an object 

pronoun with the preposition of (both of them, all of them, both of S, etc.), which 

can be replaced by compound pronominal variants like they both, they all, them 

both, them all. It is these components or complex, variants, not simple ones, 

expressed by the pronouns both and all, obviously, and are the main and 

variants of various substantive collective syntaxes, in particular the collective 

agentive (They both went there. Both of them went there), collective object (I 

see them both. I see both of them), collective indirectly - objective attribution 

(We wrote to them both. We wrote to both of them) , etc. Substantial indefinite 

syntaxemes do not have such compound variants, and the prepositional group 

with of represents a separate syntaxeme, with which one or another substantial 

indefinite syntaxe is combined, expressed by the pronouns some, any, every 

one, etc. 

With regard to substantive collective syntaxemes, one can note compatibility 

with the syntaxeme expressed by the adverb (adverbial particle) else, although 

this compatibility is realized, apparently, only on the material of the pronoun 

all; for example: For everything she did . . . was separated from all else that I 

heard or saw or touched (Snow). The peculiarity of the pronoun all indicates 

that it is necessary to take into account not only the general that unites the 

pronouns all and both as means of expressing the same syntaxeme, but also the 

specific that each of them has in the sentence structure. However, this applies 

to the pronominal variants of all other substantive and qualifying syntaxes, 

including those; which will be discussed next. 

Representing the same substantial definite syntaxes, the pronouns this and 

that, these and those are their connotative variants (also in combination with 

prepositions), since they differ in semantic shades: this and these indicate close 

ones, that and those - to distant objects. This semantic difference between this 

and that (these and those) underlies some specific cases of their use recorded 

in dictionaries, when, for example, this refers to the last (second) of the objects 

named earlier in the text, that to the first (cf. examples: Work and play are both 

necessary to health, this gives us rest and that gives us energy, etc.). 

Along with demonstrative pronouns, some other pronouns also serve as means 

of expressing substantial definite syntaxes, in particular he - him, she - her, they 

- them, which are among personal pronouns. The use of these pronouns, 
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however, has a pronounced combinatorial character: they are used in main 

clauses in the presence of subordinate clauses introduced by a relative pronoun 

(without a preposition or with a preposition).  

1) Not that believes .... Not of whom you speak is my best friend. The prize goes 

to him who comes in first;  

2) She that believes .... Site whom you saw is my best friend;  

3) They who believe.... They do least who talk most.  

In sentences of the third type, it is possible to use the demonstrative pronoun 

those instead of the personal pronoun they (cf. the example above: Those who 

wish to go may do so), while the pronouns he and she usually do not allow them 

to be replaced by the demonstrative pronoun that (let alone the pronoun this). 

We can say that the personal pronouns he-him, she-her, and also they-them 

(without or with a preposition) are combinatorial variants of substantial 

definite syntaxes, since their use is allowed only in the indicated correlative 

combinations. The system of variants of the above-mentioned definite 

identifiable syntaxeme, along with the demonstrative pronouns this, that, 

these, those, also includes the pronoun it, which is devoid of a specific semantic 

connotation characteristic of the pronoun this or that (indication of a near or 

distant object): Who is it? — It is the postman (cf. the examples above: Who is 

this? Who is that?). All this indicates that, when studying the systemic relations 

of variants of various substantive definite syntaxes, one should not lose sight of 

other pronouns that are functionally closely related to them. 

In this respect, demonstrative pronouns can be compared, for example, with 

the indefinite pronouns some and any, which, being means of expressing 

indefinite quantitative syntaxes (from the category of substantive and 

qualifying syntaxes), are in close contact with another category of lexemes - 

pronominal adjectives many, much, little and others 

The factual material presented, however limited it may be, quite clearly shows 

that substantive definite syntaxemes, expressed by demonstratives, and 

sometimes by personal pronouns of the 3rd person, occupy a special position 

among the elementary units of the deep structure of sentences. They cannot be 

functionally identified with any other substantial syntaxemes expressed, for 

example, by nouns, although often one or another substantial definite 

syntaxeme can be replaced in a sentence by a substantial syntaxeme expressed 

by a noun in combination with a demonstrative pronoun, as well as a personal 

pronoun; cf.: These are my children → These boys {they) are my children. Are 
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those your children? → Are those boys (they) your children? etc. These 

transformations become possible because both the original sentence and 

sentence-transforms include a substantial identifiable syntaxeme, however, in 

one case, the substantial syntaxeme is also a carrier of the attribute of 

definitiveness, while in the other it is devoid of this syntactic-semantic 

attribute. Another syntaxeme, expressed by the demonstrative pronoun these 

or those, which belongs to the category of qualifying syntaxemes, is endowed 

with the sign of definiteness in the transform.  

Qualifying definite syntaxeme can be represented by all the demonstrative 

pronouns mentioned above, however, the system of its variants no longer 

includes the personal pronouns he, she, they, as well as it, which are capable of 

pointing to a substance, but cannot designate its attribute or characteristic. 

Wed also the pronouns this and that as variants of the qualifying definite 

syntaxe in the dependent position of the noun: Look at this picture. By this time 

he was far away. Everybody is agreed on that point; in this place, this morning, 

since that time, etc. As with the expression substantive definite syntaxes, the 

pronouns this—that, these— those often serve as connotative variants of the 

qualifying definite syntaxeme, which is especially pronounced in cases of their 

semantic opposition, also recorded in dictionaries, for example: This book is 

interesting and that one is not. 

The specificity of definite syntaxemes, substantial and qualifying, is especially 

distinct in their comparison with the above-considered indefinite syntaxemes, 

substantial and qualifying. If we tried to replace in the given here sentences any 

definite,  substantial  or a qualifying, syntaxeme with the corresponding 

indefinite syntaxeme, expressed, for example, by the pronoun some or any, in 

most cases this would lead to a complete distortion of the sentence. The 

peculiarity of the syntactic-semantic content of both directly affects their 

environment. So, if the substantial indefinite syntaxemes expressed by the 

pronouns some and any are often combined with the elective syntaxeme of the 

whole, expressed by a noun or a pronoun with the preposition of (Some of the 

boys come very early. If any of them should see them, etc.), then for substantial 

definite syntaxes. 

In general, such a combination is not typical. The immediate environment of a 

qualifying definite syntaxe often includes an intensified rubbing the syntax very 

(He lives in this very place. Come here this very minute! from this very day; at 

that very moment); the qualifying indefinite syntaxeme, expressed by the 
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pronouns some, any, does not allow such an environment at all, etc. All these 

differences of a distributive nature must be carefully identified so that the role 

of demonstrative and indefinite pronouns in the construction of sentences is 

fully disclosed. It is also essential to pay attention to the fact that, unlike 

indefinite pronouns, demonstrative pronouns are used to express a wide 

variety of syntaxes that cannot be classified either as substantive or, even more 

so, as qualifying syntaxes. We we have in mind such examples like I 'm not the 

sort of man that women love I've always known that (Maugham). I didn't come 

here for that (I bid.). It was about five years after this that I decided to live in 

Paris for a while (I bid.). I did not see him for several days after that (I bid.). 

Here the demonstrative pronouns this, that do not serve the purpose of 

denoting any objects or substances, in contrast to the examples above, where 

they are functionally in contact with nouns and can replace them or be replaced 

by them.  

However, demonstrative pronouns here also have a certain syntactic semantics 

by themselves or in combination with a preposition, being means of expressing 

various definite syntaxes - definite object, or definite causal, or definite 

temporal, etc. These definite syntaxemes, devoid of a categorical syntactic-

semantic feature, differ from substantial definite syntaxes in that the system of 

their variants does not include the demonstrative pronouns these and those. 

This circumstance allows the researcher to resort to the help of experiments 

with the replacement of one variant by another in distinguishing between those 

and other definite syntaxes. We also note that the pronoun it (without a 

preposition or with a preposition) can also be a variant of some definite 

syntaxes, devoid of the categorical sign of substantiality; cf.: I like her for it 

(Maugham). She just missed being beautiful, and in missing it was not even 

pretty. 

Thus, when considering demonstrative pronouns from the point of view of their 

syntactic semantics, we also encounter the presence of such units that remain 

outside the three main categories of syntaxemes—substantial, qualifying, and 

procedural. 
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